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LESS-COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES IN THE U.S.

Commonly Taught Languages Less-Commonly Taught Languages

O
A4

French  German e :

And many more...

Spanish

rtug

Hindi/Urdu
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| ESS-COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES IN THE U.S.

Thousands
0 100 {00) K(00] 400 500 600 700 800
NelelalNg 712
French 176
Amer Sign Lang 107
Foreign Languages
SASneIn s in the U.S.
Je[pemeEse e «  Diminishing numbers overall
Chinese 53 « Teacher shortages
. « Demand for crifical languages
Arabic 315
Russian 203
Portuguese i »s MLA Report 2016
Korean [ 1ss (Looney & Lusin, 2019; Commission on Language Learning, 2017)
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LESS-COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES IN THE U.S.

ancge MLA ‘ MLA Language Map | MLA Language Enrollment Database | Language Map Data Center
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w | county, state, institution
-~ ‘ Enrollments and Predominant
- Languages
w‘ Quebec Institutional Enrollments (Fall 2016)
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Ottawa Montreal

Predominant Language, excluding English
and Spanish
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Speakers

Chinese
French
German
. ltalian
Korean
[ Navajo
Portuguese
. Russian
[im] Tagalog
Vietnamese

. Other

Go to https://www.mla.org/Resources/Research/MLA-Language-Map, scroll down, and click the map
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WHAT LCTLS HAVE IN COMMON

When LCTLs are offered, there are specific reasons:

e Critical IOngUOgeS  What Foreign Languages O
. Mean for U.S. Employers

* Heritage languages

» Local fraditions 9outof1o qp 56% qTD

* Infernational appeal et g v romeerebes

Source: Language Connects Foundation (Lead With Languages)
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WHAT DO LCTLs HAVE IN COMMONZ<@

Linguistic Distance
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > DIFFICULTY @ Very approximate!

Linguists can spend entire

careers arguing about

Q how far apart these
///
////

languages are.

/ y Russian Q

Norwegian Polish

/
y / h
“ German y Frenc
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > DIFFICULTY @

TIME AS A CRITICAL COMPOMNENT FOR DEVELOPING LANGUAGE PERFORMANCE

For all
languages?

Beginning Point for Language Learning

Performance Descriptors for Language Learners (ACTFL, 2012, p. 13)
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WHAT DO LCTLs HAVE IN COMMONZ<@

_ Linguistic Distance

Critical Languages
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > CRITICAL LANGUAGES

HOME EVENTS & WEBINARS NEWS & STORIES CONTACT US == l]@1 A Program of the U.S. Department of State
CRITICAL - = : .
LANGUAGE About ¥ Languages ¥ Applicants ~ Participants v Alumni » Advisors ¥ Apply Now!
SCHOLARSHIP
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Arabic Azerbaijani § 2 Hindi  } Indonesmn Japanese Korean
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Portuguese B Russian ﬂ Swahili @  Turkish

Also see:; Depor’rmen’r of Defense S’rro’remc languaqges List
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WHAT DO LCTLs HAVE IN COMMONZ<@

_ Linguistic Distance

Critical Languages
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > HERITAGE LEARNERS

Non-HLLs }

= - -
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > HERITAGE LEARNERS

Language proficiency
HIGH

Non-HLL? ‘ HLL

Cultural Cultural

identification identification
LOW < > e
Non-HLL \/ Maybe HLL?

Language proficiency
LOW

Adapted from “Reconceptualization of heritage and non-heritage learners of LCTLs” (Lee, 2005)
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > CRITICAL AND HERITAGE

Like many LCTLs with relatively large numbers of learners in the U.S., Arabic is both a
prominent heritage language and designated as a critical language.

As a critical language, proficiency in Arabic is considered desirable for geopalitical
reasons, so that speakers can contribute to U.S. diplomacy, security, and trade.

As a heritage language, proficiency in Arabic is the means for learners to
communicate with their immediate or extended family members, a lynchpin for
constructing and maintaining cultural identity, and, for some parents, viewed as a
sacred obligation.

Those two views of the value of language learning are not entirely incompatible, but they
do imply very different goals for language learning.

“World Readiness for a World in Conflict”
Lanier (2023) in Language Magazine
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > CRITICAL AND HERITAGE

Ditfferentiating for Learner Backgrounds

“I have a mixed group of learners in my classes.
How do | place them in different levels¢ How do
| find out their different needs¢ How do | address

their different needs to keep them motivatede
How do | address different skills and proficiency
levels that heritage and non-heritage learners
bring to classe”
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IMPLICATIONS
FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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WHAT DO LCTLs HAVE IN COMMONZ<@

Critical Languages
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Virtual Video-Based Inquiry for Development
of Teachers of Less-Commonly-Taught Languages

%
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NIrc.msu. edu/vmd -Pro

ect
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Article in Fall 2023
The Language Educator

MENTORING NEW AND FUTURE TEA!

(‘Fall 2023 )
& )

A EEt

Language Teacher Development Via
Video-Based Inquiry
BY BRUNA SOMMER-FARIAS, FREDERICK POOLE, AND AMANDA LANIER

Online Bonus Content

R ana began her career as
a language teacher

@ when she started teaching
English in her home country.

She had earned a certification
in TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of Other
Languages), and her training
included an abundance of
both theoretical resources
and pedagogical materials
that were adapted to various
levels of proficiency. After a
few years, she moved to the
United States and was offered the opportunity to teach her own language. Rana

found herself in a completely new environment, facing questions that her

ACTFL 2023 | November 18



IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

ACTFL Standards for
Proficiency-Based Instruction

PROFICIENCY FOR LANGUAGE LEARNERS
GUIDELINES 2012 Edition

2012

’
ACTFL
ACTFL L PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTORS

Emphasis is on PROFICIENCY not
PERFORMANCE

Define competencies and learning targets
related to real-world use of language

NCSSFL-ACTFL

Can-Do Statements o .
| Ay Already designed for any language
Relevant across states and contexts

Aligned with standardized assessments

ublications/guidelines-and-manuals
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https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals

FRAMEWORKS AND FOUNDATIONS FOR LCTL PD

TELL Project

TELL Framework
Teacher Effectiveness for Language Learning

l E The Learning

Experience

nvironment

ﬁ

rofessionalism

Planning

Creative Commons licensed materials Learning Tools
at www.tellproject.org
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http://www.tellproject.org/

VIVID PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT | NLRC

ViVID Project | National LCTL Resource Cent... 282

&y B

Discussions

ViVID Project NLRC

Mq nqgel I len‘l‘ Click here to pick up where you left off on  Visit the home page of the National LCTL Access collections of links and resources for
sysie m your last visit! Resource Center. LCTL instructors.
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IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

ViVvID PI’OjECi' 1 | Foundations and Frameworks

Professional Development Content — .
Aiming for Proficiency

« Selected and sequenced for

LCTL instructors Using Comprehensible Language

+ Grounded in widely-recognized Facilitating Communication

standards and frameworks Promoting Literacy

. i neral
Language agnostic (general) Motivating and Engaging Learners

« Appropriate for a range of
pedagogical training and
experience

Integrating Culture

O S\l o0 O A Gan e

Learning Your Learners

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org ACTFL 2023 | November 18
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IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

Peer Get more input to help you grow,

Obger\/gﬂon provided by fellow teachers who
can relate to your needs and efforts

oo — m Angjeigie v ine matisrek e eljine
Virtual Video-ﬂaseq, nquiry for Development o
of Teachers of Less-Commonly-Taught Languages // group from any location and at

R MM o e B G P(]rﬂcipdﬂon | convenient times

ViVID Design:
How and Why?

Video Demonstrate your teaching and get
: detailed feedback when an in-person
Annotation classroom visit would be impossible



IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

_ Linguistic Distance

Critical Languages

Responad

TR
o the Poll What PD content would you prioritize*
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https://pollev.com/discourses/daKV8UuRRIJrr7ZJox4pT/respond

IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

Reduce Isolation Enhance Teacher Methods

Increase Program Vitality Improve Materials Design

Enrollments

Linguistic Distance

Critical Languages

Address Political Dimensions

Use Interdisciplinary Content
and Justifications

Incorporate Learner Identity
Align Curriculum with Learner Goals

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org ACTFL 2023 | November 18



Amanda Lanier » 8m

LCTL Teacher Development ACTFL 2023 - Implications & Next Steps

ACTFL 2023 session on Saturday, November 18, 5:30-6:15 Central.

Enroliments >

Program Size,

Teacher Isolation
+

Reduce Isolation

Increase Program Vitality

Linguistic Distance
> Methods and
Materials

Enhance Teacher Skills

Improve Materials Design

Critical Languages
> Content and
Opportunities

+
Address Political

Dimensions

Use Interdisciplinary
Content and Justifications

Heritage Languages
> Identity and Goals

-

Incorporate Learner
Identity

Align Curriculum with
Learner Goals

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org
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https://www.padlet.com/LanierPedPad/lctl_pd_actfl23_next
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RESOURCES > USEFUL LINKS

ACTFL — American Council for Foreign Language Teaching — Guidelines & Manuals
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals

American Councils for International Education
https://www.americancouncils.org/language-research-fle-state-language-us

Language Connects Foundation MAFLT.CAL.MSU.EDU
https://www.languageconnectsfoundation.org

LCTL Instructors Site and Group | Humanities Commons
https://Ictlinstructors.commons.msu.edu

* {' fvT

Modern Language Association of America >
https://www.mla.org/Resources e

National LCTL Resource Center
https://nlrc.msu.edu/vivid-project Finei. g

% o SN

PEARLL > TELL Project (Teacher Effectiveness for Language Learning) LANGUAGE
https://www.tellproject.org/ GENERAL

Ictlinstructors.commons.msu.edu

Global Competence — California Global Education Project
http://calglobaled.org/global-competence/
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RESOURCES > BOOKS, ARTICLES, AND REPORTS

American Councils for International Education. (2017). The national K-12 foreign language enrollment survey report.
https://www.americancouncils.org/language-research-fle-state-language-us

Brecht, R. D. (2007). National language education policy in the nation’s interest: Why? How? Who is responsible for what? Modern Language Journal,
91(2), 264—-265.

De Felice, D., Lanier, A. & Winke, P. (2019). Serving the less-commonly-trained teacher: Perspectives from Arabic instructors. The Qualitative Report,
24(9), 2309-2327. https://nsuworks.nova.edu/tgr/vol24/iss9/15/

Lanier Temples, A. (2013). Constructing Arabic as heritage: Investment in language, literacy, and identity among young U.S. learners. [Doctoral
dissertation, Georgia State University]. https://www.proguest.com/llba/docview/1520313933/813E9D2E4A7A4878PQ/3

Lee, J. S. (2005). Through the learners’ eyes: Reconceptualizing the heritage and non-heritage learner of the less-commonly taught languages. Foreign
Language Annals, 38(4), 554-567.

Looney, D., & Lusin, N. (2019). Enrollments in languages other than English in U.S. institutions of higher education, Summer 2016 and Fall 2016: Final
report. Modern Language Association of America. https://www.mla.org/Resources

NCSSFL-ACTFL. (2017). The Can-Do Statements. https://www.actfl.org/resources/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements

Ritz, C. (2021). Leading your world language program: Strategies for design and supervision, even if you don’t speak the language! Routledge.

Rivers, W. P.,, & Brecht, R. D. (2018). America’s languages: The future of language advocacy. Foreign Language Annals, 51(1), 24-34.
https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12320

Sommer-Farias, B., Poole, F., and Lanier, A. (Fall 2023). Language teacher development through virtual video-based inquiry. The Language Educator.
https://www.thelanguageeducator.org/actfl/library/item/fall 2023/4142590/

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org ACTFL 2023 | November 18


https://www.americancouncils.org/language-research-fle-state-language-us
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol24/iss9/15/
https://www.proquest.com/llba/docview/1520313933/813E9D2E4A7A4878PQ/3
https://www.mla.org/Resources/Guidelines-and-Data/Reports-and-Professional-Guidelines/Teaching-Enrollments-and-Programs/Enrollments-in-Languages-Other-Than-English-in-United-States-Institutions-of-Higher-Education
https://www.actfl.org/resources/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12320
https://www.thelanguageeducator.org/actfl/library/item/fall_2023/4142590/

ARABIC  YORUBA KOREAN VIETNAMESE  RUSSIAN  HINDI  CHINESE
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RECENT PRESENTATIONS

DEPARTMENT OF ONE:
HOW ISOLATED TEACHERS
CONNECT AND COLLABORATE

 Presentation at CSCTFL 2022

« With Jaime Danks
(Spanish teacher in Minnesotaq)

| OVERVIEW

sites.google.com/msu.edu/department-of-one-cscitfl2022

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org

ECOLOGY AND VITALITY OF
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS:
ADVOCATING FOR JAPANESE FLT

NTATIONS

i

¥

i
I
l »“

no CERTIFICATE
AFLT.CAL.MSU.EDU

T
\F-!-

SIMULIVE & ON DEMAND

Presentation at
ACTFL 2021

With Betty Brown,
Yoshiko Himata
Paris, and Tracie
Whiting Kipper

(Japanese
teachers in
Arkansas, Virginia,
and Missouri)

ACTFL 2023 | November 18


https://sites.google.com/msu.edu/department-of-one-csctfl2022

RECENT PRESENTATIONS

Opening the Silos:
How to Coordinate Planning
and PD across Languages

T

OPENING THE SILOS How To COORDINATE
PLANNING AND PD ACROSS LANGUAGES

Amanda Lanier and Grant Castner
Extempore PD Extravaganza 2022

LANGUAGES IN SILOS

Are you collaborating with other teachers? Are some of them teachers of other languages? Why not?

o hitps://mafli.cal.msu.edu/pd-posts/2022/opening-language-silos/
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RECENT PRESENTATIONS

i - 3
Z ,// NATIONAL LESS COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES

RESOURCE CENTER
INCOLCTL

V I APRIL 20-23, 2023

LCTLs:
ideo-Based Inquiry for Deve

REACH ALL
ers of Less-Commonly-Taught un S

TEACH ALL
maflt.cal.msu.edu/vivid

Expanding LCTL Teacher [
via Virtual Video-Based In

Presented by the ViVID Facilitato
Dr. Amanda Lanier, Dr. Bruna S(HW >r-Farig

Supported by the

National LCTL Resource Center and
Graduate Programs in Foreign Language Teaching s
at Michigan State University .

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org

mafli.cal.msu.edu/Ictl-instructors

Our Session:

Professional
Development
for LCTL
Instructors _
Virtual Video-Based Inquiry for Development
: of Teachers of Less-Commonly-Taught Languages
Project Leads:

Dr. Amanda Lanier
Dr. Bruna Sommer-Farias
Dr. Frederick Poole

MAFLT.CAL.MSU.EDU/FACULTY

Innovative.
® International.

. = Intentionally online.
ano CERTIFICATE
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e Mirtual
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Video-Based

V I‘!V Inquiry

Virtual Video-Based Inquiry for Development
of Teachers of Less-Commonly-Taught Languages fo r I n Slllr U C II.o r

it Deyelopment

. nlrc msu. edu/vmd pro ec’r

i .-

M|CI-‘IGAN STATE ™
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > DIFFICULTY @

Foreign Service Institute - Intensive Study for Adults

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3

Expected time to

ACTFL Superior

(about 25 hours
per week)

23-24 weeks
(575-600 hours)

36 weeks
(900 hours)

30 weeks
(750 hours)

Amharic
Armenian
Azerbaijani
Bengali
Burmese
Croatian
Czech
*Estonian
Greek
Hebrew
Hindi
*Hungarian
Icelandic
Khmer

Indonesian
Malaysian
Swahili

Afrikaans
Danish
Dutch
French

ltalian Advanced in

4-5 years?

Norwegian
Portuguese
Romanian
Spanish
Swedish

Category 4

44 weeks
(1100 hours)

*Mongolian
Nepali
Pashto
Persian (Dari,
Farsi, Tajik)
Polish
Russian
Sinhala
Slovenian
Tagalog
*Thai
Turkish

Urdu
*Viethamese

Category 5

88 weeks
(2200 hours)

Arabic
Cantonese
(Chinese)
Mandarin
(Chinese)
*Japanese
Korean

Advanced in
12-15 years?

As found at http://www.effectivelanguagelearning.com/language-quide/language-difficulty
s
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| ESS-COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES IN THE U.S.

The National K-12 Foreign Language
Enrollment Survey Report

Figure 1. Distribution of High Scheel LCTL Pregrams by State

“Dats Reported In High School Surve

American Councils for International Education (2017)
https:/iwww.americancouncils.org/sites/defaultfiles/FL E-report-June17 pdf

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org

’Ll AMERICAN

A\COUNCILS

Table 1 ION (DLI) PROGRAMS

Number of DLI Programs in US Public Schools
by Language

SOl  Over 3600

I immersion Programs

I |

Almost 500
teach LCTLs

ACTFL 2023 | November 18



L CTL COMMONALITIES > LINGUISTIC DISTANCE

Wn'h'ng gysiems

Logographic Syllabic Alohabetic g Consonantal

Hebrew

‘
Jopongse Jqpanese RUsSIaN
Kanji slielelelple
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LCTL COMMONALITIES > CRITICAL LANGUAGES

Department of Defense Strateqgic Languages List

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org

AMHARIC ARABIC BURMESE CHINESE FRENCH GEORGIAN || GERMAN HAUSA HEBREW
PERSIAN- PERSIAN-
HINDI INDONESIAN ITALIAN JAPANESE KOREAN KURDISH MALAY AFGHAN IRANIAN
(DARI) (FARSI)
POLISH PORTUGUESE| | PUNJABI :Eéﬂ%‘q ROMANIAN RUSSIAN SOMALI SPANISH SWAHILI
TAGALOG N TURKISH UKRAINIAN URDU VIETNAMESE
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https://dlnseo.org/sites/default/files/2022%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20DEFENSE%20STRATEGIC%20LANGUAGE%20LIST.pdf

LCTL COMMONALITIES > CRITICAL AND HERITAGE

What Language proficiency ldem'f'cahon
language HIGH with what
proficiency?¢ ' culture?
Socio-psychological S HLL Socio-psychological
HLL?

need for cultural need for cultural
identification < > identification
LOW HIGH
Non-HLL \/ Maybe HLL?

Language proficiency
LOW

Adapted from “Reconceptualization of heritage and non-heritage learners of LCTLs” (Lee, 2005)
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IMPLICATIONS FOR LCTL INSTRUCTOR PD

Challenges for LCTL Teacher Development

Dr. Amanda Lanier | lanierlingvista.org ACTFL 2023 | November 18



VIVID PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT | NLRC

Imma Caboti -
v | noticed that An Sakach leaves the

students time to figure things out by
6 > themselves. This makes me think that |
) should do the same in my own lessons. |
tend to be too eager to give them the
answers sometimes, partly because | am
aware of the time constraint.

REPLY

Imma Caboti -

After another ent, Danielle, shares
some reflections about religious practices,
An Sakach breaks into English to explain the
fluidity of religious practices in Vietnam,
particularly the practice of ancestors'
worshipping. Although abandoning
immersion for a few minutes, at this point
the educator needs to ensure the students
understand this complex topic. She then
immediatelly returns to Viethamese and
invites Danielle to continue the conversation
and to reiterate her questions to Molly.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR LCTL INSTRUCTORS
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